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NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The annual meeting of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club will be held on 
Monday, May 14th, 1973 at 8;00 PM at the Headquarters Building of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens on Plains Road, Burlington. 

Members are asked to attend and receive the reports of the officers 
and directors and to approve the annual reports of the club. 

A slate of officers and directors for the 1973-74 season will be 
presented, and Members are reminded that nominations may be made from the floor. 
However, only members in good standing who have previously signified willingness 
to act, may have their names presented. 

After the business session we will be having slide presentations by 
members of the club. To close the evening on a sociable note, refreshments will 
be provided. Please plan to attend. 

Chauncey Wood, President 

INDEX 

page 150 - Presidential Jottings 

152 - Care of Wild Birds 

154 - Luther Marsh 

155 - Places to Visit this Summer 

156 - Bluebird Boxes and Nesting Trails 

158 - The Girding Month in Review in Southern Ontario 

159 - Field Events 

160 - Crayfish 

164 - Noteworthy Bird Records 

MEMBERSHIPS: Membership in the Hamilton Naturalists' Club may be obtained by 
writing the above address. Annual memberships fall into the following categories: 
Active $5.00, Joint (Husband and Wife) $6.00, Contributing $10.00, Corresponding 
(residing 20 miles or more from Hamilton) $2,50, Student (over 18) $2,00, 

Junior (under 18) $1,00. Meetings are held monthly September to May, and The 
Wood Duck is published nine times yearly. 


Wood Duck mailed May 2nd; copies printed 350; membership 330 (up 24 over last month) 
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PRESIDENTIAL JOTTINGS - THE YEAR IN REVIEW . Chauncey Wood 

Perhaps the most significant step taken by this year's executive was the 
commitment to an ongoing membership drive. As conservationists we are well aware 
that growth can be an evil as easily as it can be a good j but as club members we; 
are equally aware that there are times when an apparent equilibrium is in fact a 
decline. We feel that with our fine programmes, our beautiful sanctuaries, our 
oopular field trios, and our increasingly vital Wood Duck , we have a great deal to 
offer to people with a variety of interests in natural history - and we know that 
thev have much to offer us. Our membershin drive will not be a one-shot affair, 
but will nroceed on several fronts for at least the next twelve months. Above all 
else, we must count upon you, our oresent members, to bring in new members. We 
now have brochures describing the club and including an application for membership. 
If you would like copies of these to give to friends, please call me. New 
memberships are good until September 1974. 

In other areas this has been a busy year. I carried on considerable 
correspondence about pole-trapping with innumerable people. Although the law has 
not yet been ’changed, prospects are good for having pole-trapping of hawks and 
owls declared illegal in Ontario. In the meantime I have urged repeatedly that 
such laws as we have be enforced in as restrictive a manner as possible. It 
appears that the Ministry of Natural Resources may be a little more aggressive 
about this matter than they have been in the oast. We have had a valuable ally in 
this particular cause in Jim MacDonald, outdoor editor of The Spectator who has 
publicized the barbarous practice. 

Last June a delegation of environmentally concerned citizens, including 
your president, met with Leo Bernier, the Minister of the Environment, and Don 
Ewen, MPP for Hamilton-Wentworth, to urge that the Ancaster Radial Line property 
be declared a provincial park. My wife Sarah and I also attended the Task Force 
healings on the Escarpment to champion the Radiol Line property. Those who have 
followed events in Ancaster will know that the situation is still very murky, but 
we await the tabling of the report of the Task Force to see if the escarpment 
preservation proposals mentioned in the recent Throne Speech will be Implemented 
in Ancaster. 

Later in the summer, club member Bob Curry presented in my absence a brief 
I had written on the infilling of the Bay, to the Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority, At this stormy meeting the Authority voted to deny Stelco and Dofasco 
permits to continue to dump fill in the Bay. The Authority's decision was 
overturned by the provincial cabinet. Draw your own conclusions as to the way 
they interpret their constituency. 

This fall Sarah and I also conducted a tour of the Bay for a member of 
Project^Planning Associates - the consulting firm retained by the HRCA for their 
study of the Bay, I also met with members of the firm for discussions and 
corresponded with the consulting firm of Woods, Gordon who are looking into the 
problems of the traffic across the Burlington Skyway and around the east end of the 
Bay. All in all the Bay has occupied alot of our club's environmental activities. 

After poor coverage in The Spectator of our 1971 Hamilton Christmas Bird 
Count, I arranged for better feature coverage this year. Unfortunately, we were 
not able to persuade the reporter to meet us before dawn for breakfastl However, 
we did manage to get a good story in the Hamilton edition of the paper. 
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Another job of "community relations" involved two television interviews 
on cable 8 - one by Tom Beckett and the ocher by Gill Simmons (of Save Our Bay) 
along with Sarah, These were not very time consuming and were certainly less 
onerous than the masses of correspondence that one has to conduct throughout the 
year. Ultimately, though, most of the work of this club gets done by telephone. 

Not only does the executive keen un to date by telephone, but members and the 

public at large satisfy their thirst for knowledge and relieve^ tbe.5:r anxieties 
by calling members of the executive about everything under the sun. In any given 
day some member of the executive is liable to b<x called to be asked to help with 
an enironmental fight - or to adoot a lost baby Robin, to write a brief for a 
conservation cause - or to advise on the proper diet for a one-winged pet Sparrow, 

Which leads to my conclusion for this year, which is tothank the members 

of this year's executive, who have done a great job in sharing the work - from 
the phone calls and the joe jobs to the letter writing and meeting attending. 

And special thanks to the club's "assistant oresident", Sarah Bennett Wood, 
whose name annears so frequently in this report, but whose contributions outrun 
the little that can be acknowledged here. 

*** THE WOOD DUCK IS A BLACK HOLE - A black hole is a collapsed star with such a 
strong gravitational pull that no light can escape. Until recently they were just 
interesting theories postulated by astronomers. However the anomalous behavior 
of some stars apparently acting under the influence of a strong source of gravity, 
has led scientists to identify at least ten of them with the possibility of many 
yet to be located. 

In some ways. The Wood Duck is like a black hole. Every article submitted 
by members is swiftly put into nrint with the result that we continually need 
many articles from members for future Wood Ducks. As this is our last issue until 
September, we are looking forward to receiving articles on your summer holidays, 
observations or studies you are carrying out. And please don't feel we are only 
interested in receiving massive tomes. Far from it - we are pleased to receive the 
very short as xvell as the very long. And we do hope that soon some light will 
escape' 

v -TOLL ABOL ITION - The HNC may have olayed a small part in the abolition of the 
tolls at the Burlington Skyway. Ministry of Transportation and Communications 
officials had been in touch with the club several months ago concerning a proposed 
twinning or tunnelling of the Skyway because of the great buildup of traffic and 
exhaust fumes about the toll gates. Our suggestion at that time had been to 
remove the tolls from the bridge and thus nermit the free flow of traffic along 
the road. The simplest way to make the road user pay for the road is through the 
gas tax. It will be interesting to see whether the predicted ? 0 % increase in the 
price of gas within this year will have any impact on the use of our highways. 

*** NUMBERS OF HU NTERS DECLINED - The Fish and Wildlife Service of the U.S. Dept, 
of the Interior has just announced that the number of hunting licence holders 
dropped by 6% from a 1971 total of 16 million, to 15,3 million in 1972. We 
predict that this will herald a continuing downtrend in the popularity of hunting. 
The public image of the shootsman is rapidly changing and his archaic practices 
now seem to many more in keeping with cock-fighting, public hangings and duelling. 

*** AND SPEAKING OF HUNTERS - The Chickadee reports the case of a local Huntsville 
duck hunter who found a crow in a leg-hold trap. On release, the bird's mangled 
leg was amputated. Next fall, hunting in the same area, and, apparently because 
ducks were scarce, he shot the bird which flew over, A crow. With one leg! 
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CARE OF WILD BIRDS 

With the nesting season upon us, following are some hints on how to care 
for baby birds, should you become an adopted parent, courtesy of the Maine 
Audubon Society. 

IS IT REALLY AN ORPHAN?..- When a young bird is discovered in an unusual situation 
- alone, out of the nest, on the road - the first concern is; "Is it really an 
ofphan?" Fledglings often leave the nest before they can fly, and may appear to 
be deserted, while actually the parent bird at the moment is either off gathering 
for caring for others of the brood. Many times if we take a young bird back 
close to the soot where it was nicked up, and place it on a branch out of reach 
of cats, an adult bird will soon annear with food to answer the hunger cries. 

We can then leave it, with the knowledge that no matter how well we might have fed 
the youngster, we never could have oreoared it for life in the wild, as well as 
the parent. For how can we tell a young bird where to find food, and how to 
recognize and avoid an enemy? 

If you are sure the bird is really an orphan, and you want to take on the 
job of raising it, you must learn how to provide abundant and suitable food, and 
handle the bird as little as possible. The nestling should be kept fairly warm 
in a box, A shoebox lined with paper towels covered with tissues is easy to 
clean. Captive birds of any age should be kept out of drafts, for they are very 
susceptible to respiratory infections. 

KINDS OF FOOD - Despite the fact that different birds eat different foods, the diet 
of the young is remarkably standard: they need protein, and lots of it, to help 
them grow at their incredibly fast rate. For most young land birds, whether they 
are swallows, woodpeckers, robins or sparrows, the basic food is meat. This can 
be raw kidney, liver, or canned dog food. Preparation of the meat depends somewhat, 
upon the size of the bird - if it is very small, then the nieces of meat must also 
be small; as it grows the meat pieces can be increased in size. A fledgling robin 
for instance, can easily handle a piece of kidney %" by 1%*' to 2", You may cut 
the meat into proper size strips when fresh (a piece of meat frozen and then 
nearly thawed is easily handled), and place in small packages in the freezer, to 
be thawed and used as necessary. 

Once every few days a vitamin drop can be added to the meat. You may use 
any multipurpose commercial vitamin liquid, or open a capsule and mix about/a 
drop from this into the food. DO NOT give vitamin drops directly to the bird, 
or every day, 

Vary this diet with white of hard-boiled egg cut into strips; and mash the 
yolk with milk to a not quite paste consistency - just wet enough to roll it 
between your fingers. Raisins soaked in water and drained when plump may be given 
to young birds; or dog biscuits soaked in milk. 

Place the food into the bird* s mouth with blunt tweezers or forceps?. Be 
careful not to puncture the skin in its throat. 

DO NOT give a bird water. (Although, if it is an injured adult, you may 
put a shallow bowl of water in its cage.) These artificial foods can be varied 
with natural foods, as they are available; that is, insects, worms, caterpillars, 
grasshoppers. However, the younger birds cannot cope with the hard shells of some 
insects, such as beetles, 

TIME OF FEEDING - Frequent feeding is required, especially at the younger stage. 

As the bird grows, it can hold more food and be fed at longer intervals. 
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For your own peace of mind, feed the bird before you have your own 
breakfast, and If you're wise, you'll feed it just before you go to bed. Very 
young birds will require feeding every half hour; after they get their feathers, 
once an hour will probably be enough, until they are released. A bird should be 
stuffed at each feeding. 

WHEN TO LET IT GO - As the bird develops, start feeding it in the cage or box 
outside in your yard, so that it becomes familiar with the surroundings. Gradually 
let it out of its cage for longer and longer intervals. 

If the bird has the space, such as a screened-in porch, it will fly when 
its wings are sufficiently developed. During its first week outside it will rely 
on you for food. It is a simple matter to establish a food signal. You might 
always give a certain whistle when you feed the bird, or ran a spoon against a mug 
x<ihen feeding, so that later this signal will bring the bird back for food. 

Eventually the bird will become less dependent upon you for food as it learns what 
is good to eat, and where to find it. One day it should fly away. 

HAWKS AND OWLS - These youngsters are easy to feed, as raw, red meat and raw fish 
or chicken may be given until the birds are old enough to tear up mice. In their 
wild state these birds swallow bones, feathers, and fur, so some such "ropghage" 
as poultry heads is necessary for their xjelfare. 

PRECOCIAL BIRDS - Young game birds and ducklings are able to run around and pick up 
food X'jhen they are only a few hours out of the shell; because of this precocious 
behavior, they are called precocial 'birds. A young Killdeer, for instance, is 
often picked up xdhen found "alone! 1 * they are actually able to forage for themselves, 
although they cannot yet fend for themselves. This is the happy responsibility of 
their parents, not you. Leave them alone, even though you are sure they are 
orphans. 

*** SNOWMOBILE TOLL - Last October at the beginning of the snowmobiling season 
there were 224,299 registered in the province, almost double the number registered 
two years before when registration started. Perhaps this helps to account for the 
radical increase in snoxjmobile accidents over the past winter. As of February 14th, 
37 people had died as a result of snowmobile accidents in 1973, compared with 27 
deaths for the entire preceeding season. It would seem that snoxomobilers are not 
only a menace to the environment but to themselves as well. 

*** BACK COPIES NEEDED OF THE WOO D DUCK - The James L. Baillie Ornithological 
Library is now located in the Rare Books Room of the University of Toronto library. 
The Wood Duck is part of that collection. They will be receiving future copies of 
our publication, but they are missing certain issues and would like their records 
to be complete. 

Could someone out there please donate their back copies of The Wood D uck 
to the library. They require from February 1971 to December 1972 inclusive. 

Give any member of the executive a call and we will gladly arrange for pick-up. 

*** PURPLE MARTIN SURVEY - Landlords of Purnle Martin colonies, or those who are 
hopeful of sTTUecoming, should take part in the Co-operative Purnle Martin Survey, 
This international study compiles data submitted by martin landlords across the 
continent. To Participate write. Dr, Jerome A, Jackson, Department of Zoology, 
Mississippi State University, MISSISSIPPI STATE, Mississippi 39762, U.S.A. 

About half a mile doxm the Radial Line oath, 

I saw six Brown Thrashers having a dust bath. 
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LUTHER MARSH ..... . from South Peel Naturalists Club (Vol. 13#2) 

Many changes have occurred at the Luther Marsh Wildlife Management Area 
over, the oast four years following the completion of the Luther Marsh Management 
Plan and the signing of a co-ooerative agreement between the Grand River 
Conservation Authority and the Ministry of Natural Resources. Collectively, these 
two agencies own approximately 12,000 acres (soon to be 16,000 acres) in the area 
of the marsh. The two agencies are working closely to develop the recreational 
facilities and the aesthetic qualities of this important wildlife area to its 
maximum potential, 

Luther Marsh has good populations of European Hare, Snowshoe Hare, 
Cottontail, Woodcock, Deer and Racoon. These are produced in a unique combination 
of marsh lands, bog and a rich variety of habitat on the uplands. There is also 
a profusion of small bird species and native plants of interest to naturalists. 

Of special uniqueness is a heronry of Great Blue Herons and Black-crowned Night 
Herons, as well as nesting Ospreys, Common Loons and Wilson's Phalaropes. 

Luther Marsh Wildlife Management Area has two bogs unique to this part of 
Ontario, one at Wylde Lake in the southern end of the marsh and the other north of 
Big Island in the centre of the marsh. Here the naturalist can learn about the 
ecological relationships of plants and animals in this unique setting in southern 
Ontario. Of interest to the geologist is the Egerton Esker which is prominent at 
Esker Island in the marsh and at the northern end of the marsh. 

The wildlife management techniques which have been employed to date includ 
the establishment of a demonstration area in which shrubs of a number of species 
have been planted in a systematic fashion to improve food and cover. Lure crops, 
primarily of barley have been planted at strategic locations around the marsh in 
order not only to feed waterfowl during the ore-migration period, but also to avoid 
depredations on private crops in the vicinity. A flock of approximately 200 Giant 
Canada Geese have been maintained for the past two and a half years on an enclosure 
just north of Luther Dam, A number of bird boxes have been erected on the Area 
to encourage hole-nesters, Four waterfowl feeding sanctuaries have been establish^ 
this year with authorized persons only allowed. These sanctuaries protect not 
only waterfowl but also a number of other species such as Osprey and Herons. 

They have been baited throughout the summer and into the fall with grain in order 
to concentrate waterfowl. 

Future developments xtfill include nature trails, picnic areas, photography 
blinds etc. In addition several viewing platforms have been constructed along 
the marsh edge for naturalists, photographers etc. 

One 80 foot enforcement tower has been constructed at the south end of 
the marsh in order to increase the enforcement of hunting laws. One other tower 
is planned for the northern end of the marsh. With these it will be possible to 
observe hunters and make the apprehension of violators much easier with the use of 
radio equipment, airboat and triangulation, 

LOCATION: Situated 22 miles northeasft of Orangeville approximately 12 
miles northeast from Arthur and north of Highway 9, Luther Marsh Wildlife Managemei 
Area is partly within the Townships of East and W^st Luther, the boundary of which 
bisects the marsh. 
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PLAGES TO VISIT THIS SUMMER 

*** NIAGARA GLEN - With the assistance of members of the Niagara Falls Nature 
Club, The Niagara Parks Commission has just published an interesting brochure on 
the Niagara Glen. It provides a thorough report on the geology of the area fclmjg 
with notes on the native plants and animals. Anyone planning to visit the falls 
this summer should ulan to take time out to explore the nature trails in Niagara 
Glen and obtain a firsthand look at Rattlesnake Ledge, Wintergreen Fiat, Cripps 
Eddy and the Wilson Terrace Passage. 

Vo'-'- NEW WALKING TRAIL - Naturalists travelling to the Bruce Peninsula this year 
are invited to drop in to explore a new nature trail. The trail, was developed 
this past winter under the Local Initiatives Program. The outstanding feature is 
that this trail is on private property and the first of its kind in Ontario to be 
developed under the LIP grant structure. 

The trail is located in the Williams Lake area, about 2 miles north of 
Holland Centre between Markdale and Chatsworth and about a dozen miles south of 
Owen Sound, To get there, turn west off Hwy 6 onto the road between the 
Township Workd Department and the Holland-Chatsworth District School. Travel 
about l/8th mile and then turn left and park. Walk across the aircraft landing 
strip to the home of Bob Comber, initiator of the trail project. All are welcome. 

*** MOUNTSBERG WILDLIFE CENTRE - The Mountsberg Wildlife Centre consists of a 500 
acre man-made marsh surrounded by 700 acres of open fields and woodlands. 

Thousands of migrating waterfowl use the area in spring and fall. Hundreds of 
waterbirds nest in the area and many young broods can be observed from the 
observation towers and marsh trails. The flora in the area is most fascinating 
due to variations of the landscape. 

On May 12th the Authority plans to open its wildlife exhibition. The 
exhibition features our local flora and fauna and is meant to be educational for 
both young and adults alike. The club's own Bob Bateman and a colleague, as well 
as the authority's biology staff have spent much time and effort to make the 
displays colourful and informative. 

On the same date, the nature film program will start. Films shown 
throughout the weekend will show life in our environment. After each film an 
experiencednaturalist will take the audience on a short field trip to show that 
the material shown on the film can be found outside as well, 

(adapted from a letter to the club from Frank Timmermans, Supervisor of the 
Wildlife Program) 

*** THE BEVERLY’ SPARROW FIELD - Just north of Westfield Pioneer Village on 
Highway 52 is a field which is enjoying some popularity amongst local birders by 
virtue of the number of species which it attracts. Last summer three rare sparrows. 
Grasshopper, Henslowfenand Clay-coloured were all discovered here and as singing 
males were observed for over a month, it seems reasonable to conclude that all 
three nested in the area. The shrub-filled field also supports several pairs of 
Uoland Plovers and Red Foxes. But, as with all scrubby 'sparrow fields' its glory 
is only fleeting. For those same hawthorns and shadbushes which provide singing 
perches for the sparrows will soon give way to poplars and then manles, as the 
field reverts to the forest and the sparrows seek greener pastures. As the field 
is encompassed by the African Safari, the Rockton Glider Field and Westfield 
Pioneer village, one's birding can very neatly be incorporated into a family 
outing. 
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BLUEBIRD BOXES AND NESTING TRAILS 

The recent Blue Jay , quarterly publication of the Saskatchewan Natural 
History Society, has some interesting letters from members concerning nest box 
trails. Lome Scott of Indian Head, Saskatchewan writes, "An additional 200 
nest boxes were set out last spring, bringing the 10-year total to over 1,400 
houses. Two new trails were established. There were about 250 nest of Mountain 
Bluebirds in the houses this year, an increase of some 50 nests over last year. 
About 1,000 young were raised in the successful nests. Seventy-five adult female 
Mountain Bluebirds were caught on nests and banded. Also 18 females that had been 
bonded in previous years were caught again this year. Some of these females were 
banded three years ago in 1969, Three of the females recaught this year were 
banded as young birds in the houses in earlier years. A total of 625 young 
Mountain Bluebirds were banded this season. 

"Tree Swallows occupied over 500 houses and raised well over 2,000 young. 
Two hundred adult female Tree Swallows were caught while incubating their eggs 
and banded. An additional 50 adult females were captured already wearing bands 
put on them during the three previous years. Nine of these females were banded as 
young birds in the houses and the remaining 41 were banded as adults. 

"Since I began making bird houses in 1963, there has been a grand total of 
about 800 Mountain Bluebird nests producing over 3,000 young, and some 1,300 Tree 
Swallow nests producing over 8,000 young." 

The publication has become a forum for bluebird box erectors. L. A, 

Smith of Toronto contributed the following: 

"I now have 130 bird houses in position and 14 in the basement awaiting 
erection. The houses are occupied by Eastern Bluebirds, House Wrens or Tree 
Swallows, My best area is 60 miles northwest of Toronto. 

"Dennis Barry has over 600 boxes in the area north and northeast of Oshawa. 
Mrs, Hazel Bird of Harwood has 440 boxes up and reckons on 214 units housing 
successful broods. 

"Mrs, Bird's boxes are always seven feet off the ground. My boxes are 
doing well at 9, 10 or even 15 feet. Mrs, Bird uses tin cans up the 2x2 post 
and reports no losses, to cats for three seasons. Her houses are made from the 
wood of old barns, I have adopted her ideas but I use nev? western red cedar, a 
front door that battens down securely and a galvanised tube called a three-inch 
down pipe in the plumbing trade. She gets no vandalism but the stupid acts of 
destruction in some of my areas would make your hair curl if I related them to you 

Norman Lee of Selkirk, Manitoba, attributes the eastward spread of the 
Mountain Bluebird to the efforts of clubs and individuals in setting out nest 
boxes. Last year he discovered two pairs of these lovely birds using boxes 
posted in Birds Hill Provincial Park. This represents the easternmost nesting 
record for thse birds and is only 70 miles from the Ontario border. 

*** L UMBERING - The Ontario Forest Industries Association has recently been going 
to a great deal of trouble to convince people that those who oppose cutting down 
the trees in Ontario's provincial parks are most unreasonable. They have prepared 
a 16 mm, 15 minute colour film for wide distribution throughout Ontario in order 
to get their point across. If the film follows the same theme as their recent 
writings and speeches, it will convey the impression that the defenders of our 
parks are opposed to all lumbering, everywhere .(from The Bruce Trail News, Vol. IX 
Number 4) 
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Our deepest sympathy goes out to 
Mrs. Betty Keeton on the loss of her 
husband Clem. Active in the business 
and community affairs of Hamilton, Mr. 

Keeton was also a very active member 
of the HNC. For the oast several years 
he and Mrs. Keeton have served the 
coffee and doughnuts after the monthly 
meetings. His unfailing presence and 
enthusiasm about all phases of nature 
will be sorely missed at club outings. 

*** POLLUTION ’PRO BE 1 S ENERGY BRIEF - Last summer, Pollution Probe presented a 
brief to the Advisory Committee on Energy, the Ontario Government task force which 
is studying energy and formulating a provincial energy policy for the next 2.0 
years. One excernt of interest is*about non-returnable bottles and cans. 

"In the USA returnable bottles have decreased from 98% of the soft drink 
market in 1958 to about 60% in 1971 with 32% predicted in 1976. This conversion 
has occurred despite the fact that beverages in non-returnable containers cost 
the consumer 307, more than the same quantity in returnable containers. 

"Non-returnable containers are 3 to 4.4 times more energy expensive than 
returnable ones, when all factors in manufacturing, processing and re-cycling are 
considered. 

"It is important to note that the energy cost of retrieving scrap glass 
from waste is for higher than the energy cost of mining raw materials and that, 
therefore, from any energy standpoint, it makes little sense to recycle, in the 
sense of remelt, either returnable or throwaway bottles. Recycling centres for 
throwaways are essentially public relations' activities, which direct the concern ^ 
of many citizens away from the need to buy re-usable containers in the first place 1 

And now, Alcan, American Can, Continental Can, Dofasco, Stelco and their 
respective Unions are going one step further in promoting the non-returnable pop 
can;]. > , in full page ads in The Spect a tor , they are using the upcoming opening 

of Hamilton's new Solid Waste Reduction Unit to expand uKe-’of' Ofie of their products 
- cans, claiming they too are now "recyclable". In fact, implies the ad, by using 
cans, a good citizen is helping to lower his taxes because the can companies will 
be buying back scrap metal from the dump. JNever mind that it is costing this 
same good citizen 30% more to buy the pop this way. 

"Hamilton will shortly become the F;Hit city in North America with a totally 
inegrated Solid Waste Reduction Unite (SWARU) - a highly sophisticated incinerator. 
Claimed to be a jet-age operation, the nexV $8-million plant, almost self-supporting 
Ttfill reduce a truckload of garbage to a pailful of dust, remove all ferrous metal 
for recycling, produce a surplus of steam for sale to local industries and emit 
only 'clean' gases. It will also cut down greatly the extent of landfill activity 
needed, 

This sounds great and a real step in the right direction for the disposal 
of garbage. Certainly the knowledge that when we throw cans away now they are not 
a completely wasted resource is comforting, especially considering the terrific 
array of foods that come in tins. But to suggest that this new Plant is an excuse 
to use an all-round more expensive type of container when a cheaper and perfectly 
workable alternative exists (ie the returnable pop bottle) seems a pretty piece of 
sophistry. 

(l.G.C.FCC. News Builetirt'y- 2V ^NlitOreN.CghMag .mCQ 1, #3) 
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*** THE BIRDING MONTH IN REVIEW IN SOUTHERN ONTARIO - For birdwatchers this past 
month was one of the most exciting to come along in a long time. No sooner had 
we predicted a range expansion of Sandhill Cranes into south-western Ontario 
( The Wood Duck Vol 26, # 6) than one showed up near Bradley's Marsh, Kent^County 
in company with thousands of Whistling Swans, Although the numbers of swans 
declined from 12,000 to 250 during the first week of April, the Crane obligingly 
remained and was seen by most active birders. Incidentally, the swans appear to 
hove forsaken their traditional stonover grounds at Long Point in favour of the 
corn fieldseast of Lake St. Clair, and this within the soace of only a few years. 

Coincidentally a Laughing Gull was seen at Port Dover on March 31st, a 
remarkably early date, and remained until April 2nd. A continuing cold spell kent 
migrants back and it was not until the middle of the month that Savannah and 
Vesper Soarrows were first observed. 

But on Aoril 15th, two exceotional birds were identified, both in the 
Hamilton area. An odd shorebird at Hanna Pond was identified as a Baird's 
Sandpiper. The bird, in adult prenuptial nluraage, wa3 quite different from the 
buffy immatures we see in the fall. Although the previous early date for Hamilton 
was sometime in June, and for Detroit, in late May, the date was not unusual for 
Iowa or Nebraska, and the Mississinni Flyway which Baird's Sandpipers normally 
follow. 

Equally unusual was a drake Cinnamon Teal xiihich turned up at the Hydro 
Pond in company with Blue-winged Teals. Some observers pointed out that its 
markings seemed to be a blend of Blue-winged £nd Cinnamon Teal, but Kortwright's 
The Ducks, Geese , and Swans of North America refuted this as the birds were never 
known to hybridize, even in captivity and duck hybrids do not appear as blends 
of the parent species. However, a visit to Kortwright Waterfowl Park in Guelph 
changed the picture again when the resident biologist informed us that the two 
species DO hybridize and they sold two hybrids last year. But our bird did not 
have a hybrid plumage. Was it an immature male Cinnamon Teal, which is cinnamon 
rather than brick-red in head and body plumage, of did it, as the biologist 
suggested, simoly have its genes slightly mixed up? Most observers were content to 
call it a Cinnamon Teal. 

With the warm weather of the thirdweek building up to 80° temperatures on 
Easter xoeekend, came a number of early migrants, including several Hooded Warblers. 
One was singing in Westdale Ravine on Saturday and Sunday, while several were seen 
at Point Pelee and another was discovered at Bachus Woods. Since the only known 
nesting areas in Ontario for this species are Springwater Park and Skunk's Misery, 
we wonder if these observations presage the discovery of new breeding locations. 
Also at Point Pelee were a Kentucky Warbler and a Bewick's Wren, while a White- 
fronted Goose was reported from Bradley's Marsh, 

More alarums and excursions came with reports of a Ruff at Walsingham, 
a Snowy Egret at Port Colborne, and a European Widgeon at Whitby, all reported 
Easter weekend. As usual, the Egret remained only long enough to be identified, 
but the European Widgeon and the Ruff, also from Europe, stayed for several days. 

The Ruff sighting was one of the very few Ontario records of a male (Ruff) in 

breeding plumage. 

*** HIGHWAY WILDLIFE - Britain's 500,000 acres of highway verges are to be 
classified as nature reserves in a move by the Department of the Environment, 

Local authorities have been told to stop cutting the verges to allow animals and 
flowers a natural environment. Currently 600 species of wildflowers, and numerous 
species of birds and animals are known to thrive on highway verges, the government 

said in a wildlife report, (from Bulletin #71, Niagara Falls Nature Club) 
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FIELD EVENTS 1 FOR THE NEXT SEVER AL MONTHS 
Monday May 7th at 8*00 pm 

A public forum on the Waterfront Study. Members of the firms making the 
study will be at the Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters Building to 
present their findings to date. 

Wednesday May 9th at 7:00 pm - CLUB EVENI NG WILDFLOWER HIKE 

Meet at the Cherry Hill Gate to the Hendrie Valley. If the bridge to the 
parking lot is closed due to construction, park at the RBG headquarters 
and walk through the tunnel 

Leader: Miss Hazel Broker tel* Hamilton 527-0333 

Saturday May 12th at 9;00 am - CLUB FIELD EVENT 

To Twiss Woods in north Burlington for wildflowers and early migrants. 
Beginning botanists will find this outing helpful. Meet at the Dundurn 
Castle parking lot. 

Leader;MMr. E. Burns tel: Hamilton 383-8621 

Sunday May 13th - CLUB FIELD EVENT 

Spring bird count in the Hamilton area. Call now to get your territory. 
Comniler; Dr. E. Dinniwell tel: Hamilton 389-3416 

Wednesday May 16th at 7:00 pm - CLUB EV ENING WILDFLOWE R HIKE 

Meet at Snring Valley Park, Jerseyville Road in the parking lot beyond 
the swimming pool. 

Leader: Mrs. J. Forbes tel: Ancaster 648-2859 

Thursday May 17th at 9:30 am 

A soring wildflower ij&lk with the RoyalbB'dtanical Gardens through the 
Ancaster Radial Line - one of our endangered areas. Meet where the Bruce 
Trail reaches the top of the escarpment and follows the old radial line 
west from Scenic Dr. 

Wednesday May 23rd at 7:00 pm - CLUB EV ENI NG WI LDFLOWER HIKE 

Meet at Rock Chapel Sanctuary on the escarpment above Dundas. 

Leader; Mrs. G. North tel* Burlington 634-5463 

Thursday May 24th at 9;30 am 

The RBG takes a wSlk looking at wild flowers u.i another threatened area - 
this time Tiffany Falls. Meet at Tiffany Fans Conservation Area Parking 
lot on the south side of Hwy. 2 in Acaster, 13/4 miles west of the junction 
with Swy. 8 
Saturday May 26th 

Ontario Nature Walk Day - go for a hike somewhere with someone. 

Saturday May 26th -27th 

Georgetown Naturalists Invitational Gathering. Registration is Saturday 
morning, Saturday and Sunday there are field trips with a banquet and 
program Saturday night. Campsites and motels are both available. Write 
Mr. R, Hansen at R.R. 2 Norval Ontario for details. 

Wednesday May 30th at 7:00 pm - CLU B EVENING WILDFLOWER HIKE 
Meet at the Nature Interpretive Centre in the Arboretum. 

Leader: Dr. J. Pringle tel: Hamilton 527-1158 

Thursday May 31st at 9:30 am 

Copetown Bog, a kettle bog dominated by sphagnum moss and leatherleaf is a 
true bog. The RBG's last spring wildflower hike goes through this area. 

Take Hwy. 99 west from Dundas to Hwy 52, turn left (south) on Hwy, 52 and 
proceed to railway tracks about 1 % miles. 

Wednesdays June 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th and July 4th at 9:30 am 

Survey the aquatic life of the RBG's various water habitats. Meet at the 
Bo&t House off Old Guelph RdiO Registration is required by June 11th, 
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*** CRAYFISH - The crayfish is not a fish and doesn't look like one but its common 
name has resulted quite logically from quirks of etymology. Crab-like animals were 
known as "krebiz" in Old German and "crevisse" in Old French. It was a short step 
from "visse" to "fish" when the name was applied to similar creatures in the fresh 
water streams of England, In typical North American fashion, we have continued the 
linguistic game finding "crawfish" and "crawdads" or just plain "craws" in our 
native waters. 

More than ?00 species of crayfish live in North America and several of these 
occur locally. Some species are found only in ponds, others in swamps and other 
wetlands. Still others are at home in cold northern lakes and swift-running streams, 

Crayfish wear a horny shell or carapace covering the forward part of the 
body. However, their most obvious feature is a pair of well-developed pinchers which 
are used in defense and to grasp or tear food. On land the crayfish crawls slowly 
but the segmented tail provides rapid reverse locomotion in water. 

In March and April female crayfish can be found with eggs attached to the 
under side of the tail. Such females are said to be "in berry". The young hatch and 
may remain attached for several weeks. Crayfish shed the hard outer shell regularly 
as they grow and are soft-bodied for several days after each moult. In this 
condition they serve as a popular and expensive fish bait called "soft craws". 

Some soecies of crayfish dig burrows, building chimneys of mud pellets 
surrounding the entrance. Often these can be found on relatively dry ground but 
the burrow extends to the water-table a few inches beneath the surface. If the 
ground is soft, it is not difficult to enlarge the hold and evict the builder from 
its watery retreat. Of course, this must be done at the risk of getting one's 
fingers pinched. 

Pond and slow-water crayfish can be kept in an aquarium with a few inches 
of water but they are not compatible with small fish or most nlants. Captives can 
be fed bits of meat, worms, and aquatic plants or dandelions. Burrowing species 
can be kept in a large container holding five inches of water and 10 inches of clay. 
Under these conditions they may build their curious chimneys indoors. 

Crayfish play an important part in natural food chains, being commonly 
eaten by a great variety of birds, mammals, fish, and reptiles. For example, in an 
Ontario study, 34% of 1,670 small-raout:h bass were found to contain crayfish. People 
enjoy eating them too, particularly in Louisiana whei.^ crayfish bisque is a well- 
known dish Euell Gibbons speaks generously of their food potential in Stalking 
the Wil d Asparagpg . Those who wish to collect them in eating quantities may use a 
number of devices." 

A simple minnow trap is often used, baited with fish entrails or bread 
crusts and submerged in likely waters. In this way a dozen or more can often be 
obtained in each trap overnight. Steamed crayfish turn red like their lobster 
cousins but there is a trick to removing the bit of meat from the tail. Complete 
instructions can be found in the Gibbons' book which also includes an intriguing 
recipe for crayfish tempura, (from Nature Center News , #66) 

*** A DAM FOR COOTES PARADISE ? - Recently a rumour spread that plans were afoot to 
erect a dam across the marsh. To track it down, we spoke to Dr, Laking of the 
Royal Botanical Gardens who confirmed that a suggestion had been made to install a 
barrier in the channel under the High Level Bridge, This was in conjunction with 
the Waterfront Study, and at the moment it is only an idea which may never be acted 
upon. The thinking behind the suggestion was to restrict the inflow of the more 
polluted baywater into the marsh. If it ever gets beyond the idea stage we would 
expect some fairly thorough environmental studies to determine the impact on the 
marsh plants and animals. 
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***:'NEW LAW P ROTECTS RED ANTS IN WEST GERMANY - Red ants, the scourge of picnickers 
and housewives, are protected by law in West Germany, Anyone caught tampering with 
the ants in their specially protected preserves in the woodlands and forests can 
be fined as much as $130, 

The ants have received the protection of West German law because Prof, 

Karl Goesswald, an eminent entomologist, has convinced the government that they are 
as efficient in controlling crop-destroying insects as insecticides, but without 
the dangers of the insect poisons. 

So far, the law applies only to red ants, but Prof. Goesswald of Wuerzburg 
University is attempting to have it broadened to include all creatures which perform 
ti e same control function as the ants. 

The red anthills in rural areas are enclosed with posts and fences and 
are patrolled by forest rangers who make sure the ants are allowed to carry on 
their important tasks undisturbed. 

"For many years now, farmers and others have indiscriminately destroyed 
the insect world xtfith pesticides which are nonselective nrid which poison both the 
soil and the small creatures that live in it," Prof, Goesswald stated. 

"I have studied ants for many years and have found that they are among the 
most important of the insects because they help balance nature naturally," he 
said. "The red ant destroys many insects who feed on plant life. It is a natural 
predator and does not eat food plants as do the greenfly, weevil andother insects. 

"In just ?4 hours, one anthill can send out its millions of soldiers to 
destroy a minimun of 100,000 crop-damaging insects. I am honing to breed the red 
ant in special camns and then transfer them to anthills which have become 
depopulated. 

"At the moment, the law protects only anthills which are designated and 
registered. The fine is small but at least it is a small chink in the armour of 
those who xrould like to pollute the world out of existence with pesticide poisons", 
(from The Nati o nal Enquirer ) 

*** STUDENTS PARK FUN D - A new group, organized and run by students and residents 
of East Flamborough and Waterdown is attempting to raise funds for the purpose of 
purchasing lands to preserve as parklands or conservation areas, The raising of 
funds will be initially carried out by door to door canvassing, asking for 
donations from the public of Waterdown and East Flamborough, The canvassing x^ill 
commence during the last week of April, and be continued through until the end of 
May. During this time, it is hoped that residents will take the opportunity to 
play a significant role in seeing that sufficient parklands are set aside now to 
counteract future development. 

In addition to the donations, the Niagara Escarpment Preservation Program 
matches every dollar raised with a $3,00 provincial grant. As the project is being 
endorsed by the Halton Region Conservation Authority, all lands will be purchased 
and maintained by them! 

Presently efforts are being concentrated on Barnes's Falls, better known 
as Smoky Hollow, located on Mill St. S,, Waterdown. The potential of this property 
as a conservation park, with the creek, water falls and landscape is priceless, 
not to mention it's historical and cultural significance with respect to the early 
development of the area. 

We endorse the efforts of this group of students and suggest that any 
club members willing to help financially or otherwise get in touch with David 
Wallace at Waterdown 689-4848 or write Students Park Fund, P.O. Box 1093, 

WATERDOWN, Ont. 
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*** LOGGERS SAVE HERON SOOKERY - The co-operation of Woyerhaeuser (Ont) Ltd,, 
while undertaking selective logging of an area in the Sault Ste. Marie district 
for yellow birch and hard maple, has saved a Great Blue Heron rookery from 
destruction. 

The rookery, in Jarvis township, was discovered while marking boundaries 
prior to the Weyerhaeuser job. When the find was made, nearby road construction 
was stopped immediately and the Ministry of Natural Resources was contacted, 

A survey by wildlife staff showed that the rookery covered 50 acres, 
containing 41 nests, 50 to 80 feet above the ground in 15 mature white pine trees. 
It was suggested that neither the birds nor the rookery would be harmed if 
selective logging took place after the young herons could fly, in about another 
three weeks, and if no nesting trees were cut, 

Weyerhaeuser agreed to this and to have logs close to the rookeryd 
skidded out of the area rather than trucked out in order to minimise disturbance 
to the birds. (from The Fo rest Scene , published by the Ont. Forest Informtn Serv) 

*c •? • | r . ■ •) 

*** PET DOGS RAVAGE FARM LIVEST OCK - Roaming pet dogs have become a growing 
problem across rural Ontario. They have developed a taste for livestock, arpi ' 
particularly lambs and calves. Mounting evidence point to dogs being responsible 
for attacks on farm animals rather than wolves, TosMarcb .annOxford Co. farmer 
shot a German Shenherd in the belief that it was a wolf. He had noticed a "wolf" 
prowling hear a calf pen. After following its tracks in the snow for 30 minutes, 
the animal came into view. It was savaging a new-born fawn. The "wolf" was 
dropped with the first shot. Examination of the body proved it to be a purebred 
German Shenherd. Two "wolves" shot in Lennox and Addington early in March proved 
to be German Shepherds; bothin good condition and obviously household pets. 

During one week in February alone, District Forester P.E. Anslow dealt with eight 
reports of marauding dogs in the Kemotville district. Owners of four have received 
warnings, but no charges were laid. All the Kemptville incidents involved attacks 
on deer, In one case, local citizens intervened when two dogs harassed two deer, 

A particularly ugly episode erupted when a pack of ten dogs ran at i&rge across 
the open countryside, Some of these animals were purebred household pets. Farmers 
in the area now are wondering if previous reports about wolf attacks on livestock 
have not really been dogs. 

The German Shepherd is the most common breed reported in "wcl'f' 1 incidents 
followed by the Collie. However, on one recent Saturday afternoon clean-out of a 
savaging pack in an area 40 miles to the north west of Toronto, some of the 31 dogs 
destroyed included Poodles, a Basset Hound and a Fox Terrier. Farmers organized 
the hunt when nolice said they lacked the manpoxvrer to cope with the problem. 

Earlier there had been attacks on livestock, resulting in calves being eaten alive. 
Most of the shot dogs were well fed. Pet owners in the area had blamed wolves for 
the savaged livestock. Since the clean-out, all "wolf" attacks have ceased, Mr, 
Anslow, Kemntville's forestry officer comes up with the best advice; keep all dogs 
in the house or tied up outside, (from Farm and Co untr y, Mar 13th) 

*** WILDLIFE - BAROMETER OF THE ENVIRONM ENT - Recognizing the similar requirements 
of wildlife and man, the Council on Environmental Quality is probing the 
possibilities of refining the use of wildlife species as indicators of environmental 
conditions. They said; "Wildlife forms a continuous early warning system which can 
alert man to the first signs of danger in the environment. Death and illness of 
herons, fish, shellfish, and cats preceded the deaths of over a hundred humans from 
mercury poisoning in Minamata and Niigata Bays in Japan." 

The Smithsonian Institute has recommended that 28 snecies of birds and 
mammals be monitored on a regular basis to check environmental quality. 

( Wildlife Review , Vol 6, #7) 



163 


MORE DIG TREES 

*** MORE BIG TREES - Further information on large trees in southern Ontario has 
come in. Former director W.A.T, Gilmour has sent us some of his records of large 
trees in this'area to add to those published last month in Albert Butwick's 
article Some Large Trees in Southern Ontario (VOL. 26, # 8 page 132), 

Name Location Diameter breast high 


Tulip Tree 

Cross St., Dundas 

52" 

Sassafras 

2 mi. E of Kingsville 

38" 

Eastern Cottonwood 

Nr. Whe«tley,■ QnC-.;-on Hwy 3 

53" 

White Ash 

RondpaU Prov, Park 

47%' 

Red Osk ■ ■ 

McMnster Pinery 

46" 

Sweet Chestnut 

N, of Radial Rt-of-Way W. 
of Scenic Dr. 

11%' 

Black Oak 

E. of Leamington Hwy 18 

46" 

Serviceberry 

Brantford Twp. S of Hwy 2 

20" 

Sycamore 

Grand River Nr. Deans 2% mi, 

N of Cayuga 

52%' 

Rock Elm 

Hwy 97 at Hwy 52 

(This may have died since I found it) 

29" 

Chinquapin Oak 

across street from Dundas H.S, 

44" 

White Elm 

25 Park St., Dundas 

60" 

White Pine 

McMaster Pinery 

27" 


Both Mr, Gilmour and Mr. Butwick hone that other large tree enthusiasts 
will get in touch with them (and us) about their finds. 

*** BIRD MISIDENTIFICATION - It's Point Pelee time again and with the great influx 
of migrants which occur, some are misidentified as rare birds. Every spring 
there are several renorts of rare birds which are subsequently discovered to be 
more common snecies. To avoid embarrassment, some birders oermit their rare 
discoveries to head straight out over Lake Erie, never to be seen again. Here 
are some classic Pelee misidentifications which caused great flurries amongst the 
bird-watching fraternity until the birds were correctly identified* 

The Imaginary 
>. . Sandhill Qr«ne 

Franklin's Gull 
Laughing Gull 
Band-tailed Pigeon 
Western Wood Pewee 

House Finch 
Bewick's Wren 
Bell's Vireo 
Swainson's Warbler 
Yellow-throated Warbler 
Townsend's Warbler 

Best of luek'to'all. heading westwards in the next few weeks and may all your 
Bachman's Snarrows be real, 

*** SEASONAL POEM - This was received from life member W, K, Kirkwood of Ancaster, 
who very neatly captures our feelings on this season. 

Why do I search the woods 
For tiny flowers 
And listen to the birds 
Or look through leafy branch 
Toward the azure sky? 

Because its Parpdfoe 


The Actual 

Co Crow (by voice) 
Ring-billed Gull 
Franklin's Gull 
Rock Dove- 

Red-winged Blackbird 
(call of Western race) 
Pine Siskin 

Long-billed Marsh Wren 
immature White-eyed Vireo 
White-throated Sparrow 
female Blackburnian Warbler 
female Blackburnian Warbler 
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Vol! 26, No. 9 


NOTEWORTHY cIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to April 27, 1973 - 169 


* - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
N4E - indicates nest with 4 eggs 


Common Loon 

Apr. 

6* 

1 Lake at Grimsby 

N. Escott, R. MacLaren 


Apr. 

14 

22 Lake at Winona 

John Olmsted 

Red-necked Grebe 

Mar. 

23 

25 Woodland Cemetery 

Morris Ilyniak 


Apr. 

8 

45 Van Wagner's Beach 

Mark Jennings 

Homed Grebe 

Apr. 

8 

110 Van Wagner's Beach 

Mark Jennings 

Great blue Heron 

Mar. 

30F 

1 cronte Marsh 

Alan Wormington 

Green Heron 

Apr. 

7* 

3 Fisher's Pond, curl. 

Ilyniak, Van den cei'g 

Common Egret 

Apr. 

15* 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

Alan Wormington 


Apr. 

15 

2 west over High Level 

Wm. Smith, Alf Epp 


Apr. 

15 

2 0field Rd. S. of Con. 

4 Laurel & G. North 

nl.-cr. Night HeronApr. 

8* 

1 Carroll's Point 

W. Smith, Alf Epp 

American cittern 

Apr. 

17* 

1 cronte Marsh 

Mark Jennings 

Whistling Swan 

Apr. 

21 

2 Green Mtn. Rd. quarry 

J. A. N. Dowall 

clue Goose 

Apr. 

15* 

1 Mountsberg Reservoir 

Larry Armes (North 

Cinnamon Teal 

Apr. 

15* 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

John Cumming, L. & G. 


Apr. 

19 r - 

1 Dundas Hydrc Station 

G. Norths, J.H.Williams 

Barrow 1 s Goldeneye 

Apr. 

i 

1 Howard Ave., Oakville 

A. Wormington 

White-winged ScoterApr. 

17F 

9 Shell Pier, Cronte 

Mark Jennings 


Apr. 

21 

200 Lake at Oakville 

castaja, Jennings 

Ruddy Duck 

Apr. 

11 

210 Woodland Cemetery 

A. Wormington 

Re d-b r . Me rgan se r 

Apr. 

6f 

30 Lake at Grimsby 

N. Escott, R. MacLaren 

Turkey Vulture 

Apr. 

6* 

1, 1 Westdale; Mount Nemo 

R. Doe ring; W. Smith 


Apr. 

15 

42 over Sherman & Main 

William Smith 

Goshawk 

Apr. 

21 

1 over Ancaster 

Chauncey & Sarah Wood 

Sharp-shinned Hawk Apr. 

8 

10 Kenilworth M" '.ain 

David Copeland 

Cooper's Hawk 

Apr. 

8 

4 Kenilworth Mountain 

David Copeland 

Red-shouldered HawkApr. 

21 

1, 1 Grimsby; Ancaster 

D.K.Powell; Ch. Wood 

Broad-winged Hawk 

Apr. 

20* 

9 Vinemount 

Dav$d Copeland 


Apr. 

21 

52 over Jones St. 

William Smith 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Apr. 

21 

1 Vineland 

R. Curry. J. Olmsted 

Osprey 

Apr. 

15* 

1 over Dundas Hydro Stn 

. Dowall, L. & G. North 

Sparrow Hawk 

Apr. 

11 

N5E Walker's Line 

Ilyniak, Van den berg 

Sora 

Apr. 

20* 

1 York Road Pond 

John Olmsted 

Common Gallinule 

Apr. 

14* 

2 Dundas Hydro Station 

Jim Dowall 

Killdeer 

Apr. 

15 

N4E Dundas Hydro Station 

J. Cumming, G. Norths 

clack-bellied PloverApr. 

21* 

3 Vineland 

Bissell, Curry, Olmstec 

Upland Plover 

Apr. 

21* 

1, 2 Glanford; curloak Rd. 

Dowall; Olmsted 

Spotted Sandpiper 

Apr. 

16* 

1 West Hamilton 

Doug. A. Smith 

Solitary Sandpiper Apr. 

11* 

1 Dundas Dump pend 

A. Wormington 

Greater Yellowlegs Apr. 

10* 

2 cinbroek Re serve.ir 

N. Escott, R. MacLaren 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Apr. 

17* 

3 Ofield Rd. & Con. 4 

Laurel & George North 

Pectoral Sandpiper Apr. 

11* 

5 Ofield Rd.; Westover 

A. Wormington 

Baird's Sandpiper 

Apr. 

12* 

1 Mount Hope 

Jack Hanna, R. Curry 

Glaucous Gull 

Apr. 

15 

1 Cronte 

M. Jennings 

Forster's Tern 

Apr. 

16 * 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

Chauncey Wood 

Common Tern 

Apr. 

22* 

1 cronte Harbour 

M. Jennings 

Caspian Tern 

Anr, 

12* 

2 B+-. 0nb ,-,r 

A -1 - - 
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Great Horned Owl 

Apr. 

21 


Apr. 

23 

Long-eared. Owl 

Apr. 

21 

Chimney Swift 

Apr. 

22* 

Red-headed Wocdpkr 

Apr. 

7* 

Yellow-b. SapsuckerApr. 

14F 

Downy Woodpecker 

Apr. 

25 

Eastern Phoebe 

Mar. 

23 F 

Tree Swallow 

Apr. 

5* 

tank Swallow 

Apr. 

11* 

Rough-winged SwallowApr. 

20* 

Barn Swallow 

Apr. 

11* 

Purple Martin 

Apr. 

16* 

Boreal Chickadee 

Apr. 

1 


Apr. 

14 


Apr 

15 

Lon g~ b. Ma r sh Wren 

Apr. 

19 

Brown Thrasher 

Mar. 

30 


Apr. 

20F 

Hermit T hrush 

Apr. 

15F 

Eastern Bluebird 

Apr. 

7 

Blue-gray Gnat- 

Apr. 

21* 

catcher 

Apr. 

22 

Ruby-c r. Kinglet 

Apr. 

16F 

Bohemian Waxwing 

Apr. 

14* 

Nc rthem Shrike 

Apr. 

5 

Loggerhead Shrike 

Apr. 

22 

Solitary Vireo 

Apr. 

22* 

Nashville 'Warbler 

Apr. 

22* 

Myrtle Warbler 

Apr. 

20* 

Pine ’Warbler 

Apr. 

15* 

La. Waterthrush 

Apr. 

20* 

Hooded Warbler 

Apr. 

22* 

W. Meadowlark 

Apr. 

22 

Common Grackle 

Apr. 

23 

Western Tanager 

Apr. 

7* 


Apr. 

10 


Apr. 

12L 

Cardinal 

Apr. 

23 

Evening Grosbeak 

Apr.14,21 

Pine Grosbeak 

Apr. 

22 

Pine Siskin 

Apr. 

20F 

Red Crossbill 

Apr. 

15 

Grasshopper Sparrow Apr. 22* 

Oregon Junco 

Apr. 

1 

Tree Sparrow 

Apr. 

23 

Chipping Sparrow 

Apr. 

21F 

Field Sparrow 

Apr. 

17 

White-thri.ated Sp. Apr. 

IF 

Fox Sparrow 

Apr. 

13 


Apr. 

23 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

Apr. 

22* 

Swamp Sparrow 

Apr. 

20F 


(cont'd) 165 

2YON Gianford 
1Y0N Walker's Line 

4 U.Middle Rd. & Walker's 
2 Dundas Hydro Station 

2 Kerns Read., Burlingter 

3 Bull 1 s Lane 

N arant St., Burlington 
1 Woed land Cemetery 
1 Bronte 

1 York Road Pond 
1 Bronte Marsh 

1 York tioad Pond 

2 Beach Boulevard 
1 Clarkson 

1 Kirkwall 
1 Shell Park, Bronte 
1 Marsh at Hopkins Creek 
1 Burloak Weeds 
1 Rockton 
1 Bronte woods 

3 Kerns Road 

1 Mountainside at San 
1 burloak Woods 
1 Bull's Lane 

1 Westdale Park 

2 Burloak Wc< ds 

1 Con. 5 E. f Brock Rd. 
1 Ancaster 
1 'Woodland Cemetery 
1 Bronte woods 
1 Lome Park 
1 Webster's Falls 
1 Westdale Par’' 

1 Woodland Cemetery 
N2E Walker's Line 
fern.Romar Dr., Dundas 
male Romar Dr., Dundas 

. $ f. Romar Dr., Dundas 
N3E Walker's Line 
, 12 Grimsby; Grimsby Mtn. 

3 Hopkins Tract, R.B.G. 

2 North Shore nlvd. 

1 Sulphur Springd 

1 Dundas Dump 
E. Oakville 
1 Westdale Park 
1 Oakville 

3 Dundas Hydro Station 

1 null's Lane 

2 b inbrook Reservoir 
1 Bull's Lane 

1 Westdale Park 
6 Bronte 


Jim Dowall 
Sidney Van den Berg 
i Mark Jennings 
Jim Dowall 

illyniak. Van den Berg 
John Olmsted 
S. Van den Berg 
Morris Ilyniak 
Mark Jennings 
Alan Wcrmington 
M. Jennings 
A. Wcrmington 

I. Fletcher, F. Kroeger 
A. Wcrmington 

A. Wcrmington 
M. Jennings 
M. Jennings 
A. Wcrmington 
Jim Dowall 
M. Jennings 
ilyniak, Van den Berg 
D. Bissell, R. Curry 
M. Jennings 

J. Olmsted 
Bob Westmore 
M. Jennings 

W. Smith, A. Epp 
Sarah & Chauncey Wood 
William Smith 
M. Jennings 
Don Perks 
Jim Dowall 

R. Curry, D. Bissell 
W. Smith, A. Epp 

S. Van den Berg 
Olive Newcombe 
Olive Newcombe 
Olive Newcombe 

S. Van dan Berg 

T. Reids; D. Powells 
Dan Bastaja 

D. K. Powell 
W. Smith, A. Epp 
Dan Bastaja 
A. Wcrmington 
Curry, Olmsted 
Bastaja, Jennings 
M. Jennings 
A. Wurmingtin 
Nick Escctt 
John Olmsted 
Bob Finlayson, Epp 
Mark Jennings 


Please send your records on the 15th of each nwnth to George W. North 
857 Eagle Dr., Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, cr phone 634-5463 




Dr.& Mrs, Edward Dinniwell, 
7 Esquire PI,, 

HAMILTON, Ontario 



